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White House Orders Federal Agencies To Refuse
Cooperation In Investigation On Panamanian Gen.
Noriega's Activities
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, August 19, 1988
Administration officials told the New York Times on Aug. 17 that the White House has ordered the
State and Defense Departments and the CIA not to cooperate with a congressional investigation of
possible illegal activities by Panamanian Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. The investigation by the
General Accounting Office is focused on studying the ways that information about drug trafficking
by foreign officials influences decisions by the US on foreign policy. Panama is used as a "case
study." The Times points out that the investigation could touch on controversial topics, such as
the question of when Vice President George Bush learned that Noriega might be involved in drug
trafficking. State Department Comptroller Roger Feldman said "all executive branch agencies
had been instructed by the White House" not to provide any of the requested information or
documents to the GAO until further notice. Defense Department officials provided information from
June 1 through July 12, when they said they had been instructed by the White House to suspend
cooperation. The directive to the federal agencies to withhold cooperation originated from the
National Security Council. Rep. Bill Alexander (D-Ark.), said the White House was "stonewalling"
in an apparent effort to withhold evidence that Federal agencies were "working at cross purposes."
Congressional auditors often haggle with individual agencies of over access to specific documents.
But it is unusual for the White House to issue a blanket policy suspending cooperation while it
tries to decide how to respond. Under federal law, each agency is required to give the GAO the
information it requires for investigations. The Comptroller General of the US, as head of the GAO,
may file suit in federal court to get access to government documents. However, the president
may withhold records of foreign intelligence activities. Alexander said he planned to introduced
legislation to require federal agencies to share information about foreign drug-related activities.
Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) and Alexander requested the GAO investigation. (Basic data from New
York Times, 08/18/88)
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